INTRODUCTORY NOTE

r^ since in their opinion it will bring Germany greatness and glory.
The numerous quotations on this theme given in the following section
are only an infinitesimal part of what German authors have written
about war. The political and intellectual leaders of modern Germany
regard war as not only a means of achieving German hegemony over the
world^ but also as a factor of progress and civilisation^ a source of virtue
and happiness. To emphasise the abyss which separates all other
Europeans from Germans^ the reader might look in his own national
literature for opinions similar to those cited. When he realises that he
cannot find them he will understand precisely why the phrase ''bracing and
joyous war1 was coined in Germany^ why German soldiers are so ready
to murder women and children and to set fire to towns^ why the German
airman is proud to tell his fellow-country men over the wireless of how
he has bombed private houses in London^ why without the least prickings
of conscience the Germans have sent all over the world their film illus-
trating the destruction of Warsaw by the besieging German army^ and
finally^ why Germans did not hesitate to let loose the second world war.
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